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PRESS RELEASE

06/11/2008 GAAS:328:08 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Governor Schwarzenegger Proclaims State of Emergency in Butte County Due to
Wildfires '

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency in Butte County due to the Ophir and
Humboldt Fires. .

"We are aggressively battling the Ophir and Humboldt Fires, and I thank the hardworking firefighters for their
efforts. We are mobilizing and coordinating all of the resources necessary to fight these fires," Governor
Schwarzenegger said.

Earlier today, the Governor directed additional resources to aggressively fight California's early wildfires through
CAL FIRE and the Governor's Office of Emergency Services and activated the DC-10 and DC-7 retardant dropping
aircraft today. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services is closely monitoring fire activity throughout the state
and is working closely with CAL FIRE and local jurisdictions to ensure they have access to the resources needed to
respond to wildfires and other weather-related disasters.

On May 9, 2008, the Governor issued Executive Order S-03-08, which boosted the state's preparedness for wildfire
season and directed the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to immediately mobilize
critical firefighting resources and personnel to save lives and homes statewide.

The full text of the proclamation is below:

A PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

WHEREAS two wildfires are currently burning in Butte County; and

WHEREAS the wildfire known as the Ophir Fire began on June 10, 2008 and has already burned over 1,600
acres and destroyed 21 homes and numerous other buildings; and

WHEREAS the wildfire known as the Humboldt Fire began on June 11, 2008 and has already burned over
3,500 acres and is threatening 1,200 homes and numerous other buildings; and

WHEREAS these wildfires are being driven by dry conditions and high winds, and these conditions are
expected to continue; and

WHEREAS these wildfires have already disrupted major electric power lines and continue to threaten other
utilities; and
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WHEREAS hundreds of people have been evacuated and emergency shelters established; and

WHEREAS on June 11, 2008, the County of Butte declared a local emergency, based on the fire's
continuing threat to residences, structures and power lines; and

WHEREAS my Office of Emergency Services requested federal Fire Management Assistance Grants, which
were approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, to ensure that adequate financial resources are
available to rapidly attack the fire and reimburse critical emergency response costs; and

WHEREAS my Office of Emergency Services is already working with Butte County officials and relief
agencies, such as the Small Business Administration, to identify aid for impacted residents in the fire area; and

WHEREAS the circumstances of this wildfire, by reason of their magnitude, are beyond the control of the
services, personnel, equipment and facilities of any single county, city and county, or city and require the combined
forces of a mutual aid region or regions to combat; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of section 8558(b) of the California Government Code, I find that
conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property exist due to the fire in the County of Butte.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor of the State of California, in accordance with
the authority vested in me by the state Constitution and statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act,
and in particular, section 8625 of the California Government Code, HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF
EMERGENCY to exist within the County of Butte.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that all agencies of the state government utilize and employ state personnel,
equipment and facilities for the performance of any and all activities consistent with the direction of the Office of
Emergency Services (OES) and the State Emergency Plan, and that OES provide local government assistance under
the authority of the California Disaster Assistance Act.

1 FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this proclamation be filed in the Office of the
Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given of this proclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State of California to be affixed

this 11th day of June 2008.

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER
Governor of California

ATTEST:

DEBRA BOWEN
Secretary of State
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The Humboldt Fire broke out around noon June 11, 2008, in the vicinity of Highway 32 and Humboldt Road. It
has burned thousands of acres and forced the evacuation of thousands of people in the area of Butte Creek
Canyon. On July 17th, CalFire (CDF) publicly announced that it was caused by arson and that they were pursuing

all leads to find those responsible. A $10,000 reward for the arrest of those responsible was offered.t

1. Chronology
1. 11 June
2. 12 June
3. 13 June
4. 14 June
5. 15 June
6. 16 June
7. 17 June

8. 16 September : ' i
2. Historical Evacuations T L
3. Historical Road Closures

4, Resources
1. Fire Help Center

2. Shelters
3. Animal rescue
4. Services +
5. Images B s s, N e 5 S S o s Ko s 5.
--------- ges The final perlmeter of the Humboldt Fire (pink area). By Ryan Mikulovsky using data from the

{#¥US Census Bureau and i33USGS GeoMac. Created using 3#QGIS.

Chronology
11 June

Fire is reported near Humboldt Road. Firefighters attack the blaze from the ground and the sky. Many roads in the
area are closed as the fire approaches and residents are evacuated to nearby Neighborhood Church.

12 June

By early morning, over 6000 acres had burned and 750-1000 people had been evacuated from the canyon.= 2 The
Skyway was closed for a while, when the fire had jumped the road, bat-has-sinrcebeernreopened.

Governor Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergency in Butte County as a result of the fire.3

By late afternoon, according to the Chico ER, four houses in Paradise have burned and an estimated 18,000 people
in Paradise are without power. It is being reported that the fire is, at this point, only 10% contained.? UPDATE:
According to an updated Chico ER article, all but about 1100 Paradise residents have had their power restored.>
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Butte College canceled classes on the main campus for the day (Chico Center classes will still be held). Durham-

Pentz Road is still open southbound ¢rerthbetre-is-closed—se-nro-getting-inte-Paradisey. The campus is being used

as a command center in the firefighting efforts.

According to mstheir website, Butte Regional Transit has interrupted service to and from Paradise. The regular
hourly service from Chico has been eliminated due to road closures (Pentz is currently the only way in and out of
Paradise) and will be making two runs up the hill; 5:30 and 6:20pm from the Transit Center. Service between
Oroville and Paradise has been temporarily suspended, with no buses running whatsoever. UPDATE: Pentz-Read

is—-now-onhy-open-to-traffic-coming-down-thehill—se no service will be offered to Paradise!

As of 10:00pm, the fire had reached the Butte College campus, burning a portion of the Wildlife Refuge, but was

contained at Butte Campus Drive. No structures there have been damaged.§ Media sources are also reporting that
the fire has grown significantly, with 20,500 acres burned and 20-40 homes destroyed (and as many as 5000 more

structures still threatened) 2z

13 June

The Skyway was reopened to traffic leaving Paradise overnight, but closed again by early morning. There is still no
traffic entering Paradise as of 8:00am. The only accessible (without 4-wheel drive) routes out of Paradise are over
Clark Road or Pentz Road to Highway 70. Apparently some cars are getting down the Skyway from Paradise with a
CHP escort, but Pentz is still being recommended as the best route out.

The evacuation totals are now reported at 9000 people, with the fire currently reported as 16% contained.8

It was announced that roads into Paradise would be reopened at 4:00. Just after 4:00, =»Butte County Public
Works updated their road conditions listings to indicate that Clark Road, Pentz Road and Durham-Pentz Road have
all been reopened in both directions. The status is listed as "USE CAUTION" currently, so anyone heading back up
to Paradise should take the drive carefully. Honey Run Road's status has also changed, and appears to now be
open to residents only. The Skyway was opened in both directions as well, with the same warning of "USE
CAUTION".

The =3Town of Paradise announced that the evacuations previously underway for all areas south of Pearson Road
from the Skyway to Pentz has been lifted. They say that bus services are being arranged to assist evacuees in
returning to their homes, Other evacuations remain enforced.

14 June

Cal Fire is reporting as of 6:30am that the fire is now 35% contained. The estimated acreage of the fire is nearly
23,000 acres burned, with 66 residences destroyed and another 7 damaged.g

An updated version of the previous Cal Fire report (from 7:00pm) states that the fire is only slightly up in terms of
acreage, at 23,162 acres burned. 74 residences are reported destroyed, 20 more damaged, and 8 outbuildings are
destroyed. They are closing in on the fire, at it is now listed at 45% contained. Road closure and evacuation
statuses remain the same. Anyone looking to return to the previously evacuated areas of Paradise will need to
show identification or other proof of residency in order to be allowed in.

15 June

The =xCal Fire report on the Humboldt Fire states that as of 7:00am the fire is 50% contained and remains at
23,162 acres. The count of destroyed and damaged houses/buildings remained the same overnight.

Another power outage struck Paradise in the afternoon, leaving as many as 18,000 people without power.lg
Otherwise, the most recent update (at 3:00pm) of the Cal Fire report cited before keeps the same statistics in
terms of acreage burned and homes destroyed.

Another update from Cal Fire (7:00pm) indicates that the fire is now 80% contained and still remains at the same
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acreage burned and homes/buildings destroyed. Power is still out in Paradise, as reported earlier.

16 June

The =:Cal Fire report now states (at 7:00am) that the Humboldt Fire is 90% contained and they anticipate 100%
containment by the end of the day. The acreage of the fire is only slightly higher than yesterday, at 23,344 acres,
while the damaged and destroyed building count remains the same.

As of 7:00pm, Cal Fire is reporting that the Humboldt Fire is 100% contained!

17 June

Not much new to report in terms of the fire. The fire remains 100% contained. Demobilization efforts of the
firefighters have begun, with an estimated date of June 19 for complete demobilization. Cal Fire is listing the cost
to date of the fire at $14.9 million.

16 September

City, unrelated to the Humboldt, began but was also quickly extinguished by fire crews. The Chico ER reported that

for a time CalFire had ordered many resources for that "100-foot-wide spot of brush" including helicopters.ll Flare
ups are common after wildfires because the roots of trees and trunks can continue to smolder for quite a while.
This is why it can be hazardous to venture into "the black" for a while after 100% containment.

Currently, the grasslands and woodlands are beginning to regenerate. Plants within the fire climax community that
rely on fire are beginning to grow shoots and recover. Chaparrals such as Manzanita will likely come back with a
vengeance next year as their seeds actually require fire to start the germination process. This is an adaptation
which gives them an important edge — the germinated plants won't have any competition for sunlight, water, and
other resources! Photos of the recovery process would be greatly appreciated.

Historical Evacuations

All evacuations are currently "precautionary” and completely voluntary. Anyone in the fire area should be alert and
ready to evacuate should conditions change. These areas, however, are only open to residents with proof (such as
photo ID) of residency in the area.

A public information line has been set up at 538-7826. Please call that number with any inquiries about the fire
and/or evacuations and leave the line at 911 and its dispatchers free for emergencies.

Historical Road Closures

Please update this section as you learn of new road closures or reopenings. Before embarking on any journey in the
fire area, it is recommended that you double check with official sources for an up-to-date report.

Last updated 4:45pm Friday, June 13
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e The Skyway has been reopened in both directions, use caution

e Centerville Road closed

¢ Neal Road between Highway 99 and the Skyway closed to the public, open only to residents
e Honey Run Road closed to the public from The Skyway to Paradise, open to residents only

o Clark Road has been reopened in both directions, use caution
e Pentz Road has been reopened in both directions, use caution

Resources
Fire Help Center

Assistance for those who suffered damages in the Humboldt Fire can be found at centers set up around the area:

e A fire help center has been set up in Oroville to assist those affected by fire. It is open Monday 8:0oam-
5:00pm at the Oroville Employment Center - 78 Table Mountain Blvd.

e Another fire help center will be open in Paradise Tuesday 12:00pm-6:00pm at the Paradise Alliance Church
- 6491 Clark Road

Shelters
e Neighborhood Church in Chico - 2801 Notre Dame Blvd. FULL - All incoming evacuees being referred
to PV High
e Seventh Day Adventist School in Paradise - 5720 Academy Drive - Public Assembly point only!
e Paradise Senior Center - 777 Nunneley Road
e Paradise Alliance Church - 649 Clark Road
e Paradise Elk's Lodge - 1100 Elk Lane (off Clark Road)
e Pleasant Valley High School in Chico - 1475 East Avenue

e Chico State University Housing and Food Services announced Thursday afternoon that they have
approximately 50 rooms available to staff and faculty displaced by the fire. If you are staff or faculty of the
university and need to take advantage of the offer, please contact the Chico State Police Department at
898-5555.

Animal rescue
¢ North Valiey Animal Disaster Group - Volunteers in animal evacuations (more info at zstheir website
including a link to make much needed =sdonations)
e Butte County Animal Control - Small animal evacuations (hotline: 895-0000)
e Chico State University Farm - Hegan Lane, large animal evacuation site (business hours only?)
e Butte County Search and Rescue Headquarters - 2591 Morrow Lane, evacuated small animal shelter

Services

o =American Red Cross - Emergency services for fire victims

o =:Butte County Public Works - Road closures in Butte County

e caParadise Public Works - Road closures listed for Paradise (only updated during regular business hours?
only roads maintained by town of Paradise, no highways or county roads included)

e »Town of Paradise webpage - Emergency information provided by the Town of Paradise

http://www.chicowiki.org/Humboldt Fire 12/18/2008




Humboldt Fire - Chico Wiki Page 5 of 6

Images

Please do not put any copyrighted pictures on here (from online newspapers, etc) as we do not have the rights to
them. It is best to just use pictures that you have taken, since there is no question about whether you have the
rights to post them. Do not put yourself in harm's way while taking pictures!

A hazy sky lingers over Chico as a esult of the Humboldt Not a bit of blue k showing in East Chico. Photo taken the
Fire. Photo taken the evening of June 12. morning of June 14 at the intersection of Highway 32 and
Bruce Road.

Chico. Photo taken June 14.

‘ Fire Crew on Centerville Roa , June 1
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1 "Humboldt Fire deemed arson”, ChicoER, Z#http://www.chicoer.com/news/ci 9905819
2 =5http://www.chicoer.com/news/ci 9560573 - be aware Chico ER articles go quickly into the archives and become "pay to view"

4 =whttp://www.chicoer.com/news/ci_ 9562953

5 xshttp://www.chicoer.com/news/ci 9566925

6 tushttp://www.paradisepost.com/ci 9567039 - note: like the Chico ER articles, Paradise Post articles will quickly disappear into the
depths of the archives

7 z¥bttp://www.paradisepost.com/ci 9566924

8 iz#http: //www.knvn.com/content/topstories/story.aspx?content_id=13305a9e-52a4-464f-952e-b22976e14951
9izshttp://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents details info?incident id=272

10 shttp://www.chicoer.com/news/ci 9596148

11 Flames from Humboldt Fire Spring to Life, Chico ER, 9/17/2008
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Current Date : 12/18/08
Current Time : 10:42

Monthly Parameter Report -
Hourly Averages
Shasta County

AQMD
06/08
Logger Id : 01
Site Name : Redding - Shasta General Hosp
Parameter : RWS
Units : KNOTS
Avg Interval : 01
Hours

00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Max Avg Rds

Day
01 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 3
2 3 3 3 2 1 0 1 0 1 3 0 24
02 1 0 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 2
2 3 3 3 0 3 3 3 3 3 3 0 24
03 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 3 3 0
5 7 7 9 8 6 4 6 6 9 9 3 24
04 9 9 6 8 8 7 2 4 4 3 3 3 4 3
2 3 2 2 3 2 2 2 4 3 9 3 24
05 2 2 3 2 2 1 3 4 3 4 2 1 2 2
2 7 9 6 7 7 5 5 10 10 10 3 24
06 12 11 11 10 9 10 8 6 6 3 1 0 1 3
2 3 5 7 9 8 7 6 6 4 12 5 24
07 4 3 4 3 4 4 6 6 6 6 6 5 6 5
5 3 3 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 6 3 24
08 3 2 3 3 3 3 4 5 5 4 4 3 3 3
2 1 2 1 0 3 5 6 5 5 6 2 24
09 4 5 5 2 3 2 4 5 3 3 1 2 1 3
2 6 10 6 4 5 5 8 9 8 10 3 24
10 3 5 6 5 3 3 6 8 6 5 5 5 7 5
6 6 7 6 5 2 2 4 2 2 8 3 24
11 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 4 5 5 5 5 4 5
4 4 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 4 5 3 24
12 3 4 4 5 5 6 7 7 6 6 6 6 6 5
5 6 5 4 4 3 2 1 2 2 7 4 24
13 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 2 1 1 1
3 3 3 2 1 1 0 1 1 1 3 0 24
14 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 4
3 3 3 3 1 0 0 1 1 1 4 0 24
15 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 2
3 3 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 0 24
16 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 2 2 2
3 4 3 3 2 1 1 0 0 0 4 0 24
17 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1
3 6 6 7 6 6 3 7 8 6 8 2 24
18 7 8 8 5 6 7 6 5 3 2 1 0 1 0
2 2 1 4 5 3 5 2 3 2 8 3 24
19 2 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2




20 0 0
2 2 2 1
21 2 2
2 2 1 1
22 2 2
2 1 0 0
23 1 2
1 1 1 0
24 2 2
5 5 5 5
25 2 2
3 2 2 1
26 0 1
3 3 3 2
27 1 0
1 0 1 3
28 0 0
4 3 2 2
29 1 0
4 3 3 2
30 0 0

Max 12 11

Rds 30 30
30 30 30 30

Current Date : 12/18/08

30
30

Current Time : 10:42

Hourly Averages

AQMD
Logger Id
Site Name
Parameter
Units
Avg Interval
00 01 02
14 15 16 17 18
Day
01 184 321 162
137 125 115 122 140

0 1 0 1 1 3 0 24
0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
1 0 1 1 0 2 0 24
2 1 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 3 2
5 4 4 5 2 5 2 24
0 1 0 1 2 3 2 2 -2 2 2
4 3 1 0 1 4 0 24
2 2 2 2 3 2 2 1 1 2 1
1 0 1 2 2 3 1 24
4 3 3 3 3 5 5 4 3 2 4
1 0 1 1 1 6 2 24
3 3 2 3 4 5 5 4 0 2 3
0 1 1 1 1 5 0 24
3 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 5 4 3
2 2 2 0 1 5 2 24
2 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 2 1 1
2 1 1 1 1 4 0 24
0 0 1 1 2 1 2 2 3 4 4
0 0 1 1 0 4 1 24
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 4
3 1 1 1 1 4 0 24
1 1 0 0 1 2 1 2 2 1 3
0 1 0 1 1 3 0 24
10 9 10 8 8 6 6 6 6 7 5
8 7 8 10 10 12
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1
1 1 2 2 2 1
30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
30 30 30 30 30 720
Monthly Parameter Report -
Shasta County
06/08
01
Redding - Shasta General Hosp
RWD
DEG
01
Hours
03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13
19 20 21 22 23 Max Avg Rds
281 300 23 7 32 64 102 111 117 125 99
216 309 301 296 31 321 104 24




02
104 121
03
302 299

04
346
05
273 278
06
321 316
07
35 20
08

11

09
245 305
10
31 39
11

12
355 354
13

109
14
135 143

15
168 155

16
140 124

17
302 270

18
109

19
131 176

20
115 137

21
50 19

22
102

23
122 128

24
291 284

25
187 152

26
349 347

27
25 92

28
172 163

29
120 131

90

99

89

30

68
115
283
295
304
26
324
283
301
306
312
23
337
46
329
294
309
49
335
15
334
4
330
115
34
167
330
126
352
132
335
271
305
86
27
184
310
115
7
357
22
110
49
140
355
285
348
133
356
359
305
149
227
138
296
129
350

16
147
279
295
303
11
346
273
301
299
326
34
333
51
307
279
293
42
347
15
327
351
331
134
26
158
50
123
261
138
355
286
303
298
8
180
342
136
355
332
33
83
23
185
0
289
345
126
33
348
332
173
280
115
303
142
248

19
181
194
286
307
11
313
270
300
303
328
10
314
18
316
255
296
31
336
15
325
348
338
156
357
148
230
125
228
133
341
275
303
288
2
138
329
144
350
304
31
304
25
323
305
266
3
125
357
317
327
169
259
125
261
148
247

342
316
190
274
299
351
332
282
300
304
326
351
315

301

325
271
312
351
2
13
312
337
338
219
2
185
280
135
18
137
20
281
309
275
354
240
3
221
352
301
146
294
35
77
312
183
335
127
320
317
335
165
260
165
219
188
301

350
282
110
272
296
356
341
284
299
309
347
2
314

302

310
292
327
359
347

355

328
307
3
223
5
283
288
255
345
267
25
285
308
296
352
287
226
334
1
308
176
286
23
338
321
256
334
292
310
322
340
88
313
267
213
190
278

65
284
175
292
295
2
21
311
294
309
345
293
317

305

357
297

335
23

342

348

338
328
23

287

359
278

209
306
56
326
28
296

304
285

343
279

6
350

355

311
22
175
21
346

316
208
11
294

311
327

340

286
26
279

246
285

290

26
273
152
292
305
350
323
300
294
309
339
310
337

312

345
306

349
20

349

350

349
328
16

307

7
295
75
296
84
327
47
303

307
315

323
344

8
303

329

316
54
299
25
338

326
236

331
292

311
177

351

278

170
281

136
295
17

339
282
130
300
25
349
328
298
292
326
345
322
352

316

327
302
347
0
348

342

355
323
352
349
52
346
71
342
52
354
27
307
311
343
310
325
19
335
8
24
352
308
358
14
329
312
304
293
317
175
349
279
171
256
95
296
110

342 39 73 74
350 8 24
168 211 244 259
302 280 24
31 8 349 3
356 334 24
340 328 342 64
346 302 24
291 291 296 198
326 302 24
343 344 353 353

353 350 24
346 351 7 347
352 332 24
327 326 348 82
357 305 24
339 359 30 33
359 3 24
346 353 20 29
355 1 24
349 345 352 347
355 343 24
17 16 23 34
352 31 24
21 18 97 113
359 76 24
96 140 85 80
342 116 24
67 110 103 76
354 102 24
337 21 83 96
355 303 24
300 317 303 273
343 304 24
343 357 15 55
357 355 24
354 13 80 100
354 65 24
353 328 323 335
357 336 24
348 43 51 69
352 20 24
337 6 10 336
358 15 24
343 346 354 356
356 314 24
302 302 289 102
348 307 24
341 340 338 340
359 335 24
356 7 359 355
359 347 24
121 105 111 122
313 146 24
88 84 157 118
303 145 24
110 93 93 107

94

194

23

127

322

335

110

28

23

354

153

113

100

97

89

283

74

93

339

113

302

10

111

354

349

127

136

100

61

132

24

90

53

23

320

112

22

28

354

136

120

110

112

123

296

59

136

344

98

91

293

181

355

133

123

116




125 113 129 153
Max 356 355
355 354 359 351
Avg 323 323
60 16 358 309
Rds 30 30

30 30 30 30

164 200 244 285 299 301 350 125 24
357 354 352 359 351 358 356 359 359 356 354 355
348 351 359 350 350 354 359
318 322 322 330 340 344 344 351 8 31 48 60
292 290 301 306 308 316 332

30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
30 30 30 30 30 30 720




